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FROM THE DIRECTOR

This past Thursday the Faculty cancelled its usual meeting agenda. Instead, the first part of the meeting was
spent rehearsing for the upcoming Shepherds’ Play. This year the Shepherds are played by Jacob
Eichenlaub (hilarious as always), Robert Kaczor (not to be missed, especially when sucking his thumb while
sleeping in the cold), and by Jeremy Clough (wonderful, funny, and sweet as can be).

An incredible feast prepared by the second grade parents followed the rehearsal. After the great food,
members of the Board of Trustees joined the Faculty for a two-hour discussion about the very beginnings of
the facilities planning process for the school. There was ample time for presentations and questions and |
think | represent all when | say that it was a very good meeting.

Next the Board will attend the upcoming PCC meeting (Wednesday, Dec. 12" at 6 p.m. at Rosewood). At this
meeting the trustees will share with the PCC the status of the facilities planning process. We will share the
work and priorities of the Board and describe how that work is getting done. There will be ample time for
guestions and answers and for Board members to listen to ideas and thoughts from parents.

This will be the last newsletter of the year since next Wednesday is the Winter Assembly. I'd like to take this
moment to wish each and every family a wonderful holiday and a happy new year! While | look forward to our
vacation eagerly, in part, it is the joy of being a member of the Ashwood community that makes my holiday so
bright. As we each go off to our own families and friends | hope the warmth and brightness of the school
community fills each of your holiday celebrations with much good cheer. | look forward to seeing you all at the
assembly.

— Jody Spanglet

WINTER ASSEMBLY /\

The Winter Assembly will take place on @_>

Wednesday , Dec. 19" at the Camden Opera
House beginning at 10 a.m. The Tucker $20K—»| —

Room will be open before and after the
assembly for viewing the students’ artwork,
handwork, Main Lesson books, woodworking $15 —» —
projects, and more. Children will be dismissed
from the Opera House following assembly.

$10K—>» —
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The next issue of the Wednesday Weekly will be
published on Wednesday, Jan. 9". Season’s
Greetings to all and here’s to a happy and healthy
2008!




RELEASE YOUR INNER EMIL MOLT!

Who? Emil Molt was instrumental in the establishment of the first Waldorf school. Former AWSNA president
Henry Barnes wrote the following in 1991:

In April of 1919, Rudolf Steiner visited the Waldorf Astoria cigarette factory in Stuttgart, Germany.
The German nation, defeated in war, was teetering on the brink of economic, social, and political
chaos. Steiner spoke to the workers about the need for social renewal, for a new way of organizing
society and its political and cultural life.

Emil Molt, the owner of the factory, asked Steiner if he would undertake to establish and lead a
school for the children of the employees of the company. Steiner agreed but set four conditions,
each of which went against common practice of the day: 1) that the school be open to all children;
2) that it be coeducational; 3) that it be a unified twelve-year school; 4) that the teachers, those
individuals actually in contact with the children, have primary control of the school, with a minimum
interference from the state or from economic sources. Steiner's conditions were radical for the day,
but Molt gladly agreed to them. On September 7, 1919, the Independent Waldorf School (Die Freie
Waldorfschule) opened its doors.

Molt arranged for the Waldorf Astoria Company to pay for the tuition of its workers’ children. In fact, the first
year the school operated as a company school -- a temporary compromise as the next year an independent
foundation was created to support the school. Molt, however, continued the tuition policy for his workers. The
factory did not survive the coming decade, but the school flourished, despite being closed by the nationalistic
craze of the 1930s and early 1940s.

Most Waldorf schools aspire to meet Steiner's four conditions, but it is financial independence that is most
difficult to fulfill. Emil Molt has long since moved on, but his spirit and goodwill survive him, as evidenced by
the more than 900 Waldorf schools worldwide. We hope that you will listen to your inner Emil Molt and
generously support the Ashwood School's Annual Campaign. All gifts, large or small, make a big difference!

Thank you,
Ben Tupper for the Board of Trustees

COASTAL STAR SEARCH DVDS

The DVD recording of Coastal Star Search is
almost finished; many thanks to David Lyman for
recording this spectacular show from beginning to
end. Some of you have already placed orders for a
copy of the DVD; we will let you know through the
Wednesday Weekly when copies are available for
purchase. You will also have the opportunity to
place an order if you have not done so already.
The DVDs are selling for $25.

We also would like to thank Brian Boyd and Kit
Harrison for taking DVD orders during the show.
So many helping hands truly contributed to Star
Search’s great success. More on that success
later, when the final numbers are in.

— Liz Snider for the Coastal Star Search Committee

A WELCOME ADDITION

The Administration is delighted to welcome Derek
Orff to Ashwood. Derek is Ashwood’'s new part-
time maintenance person. He will be on campus
mostly on the weekends, but also “as needed” to
attend to all of our fix-it needs. Welcome Derek!

SLED SANTA

Our biggest thanks to our Secret Santa and elf for
the donation of all the sleds to Ashwood. There are
now plenty of sleds available for all to use. The
children, and faculty, are thrilled with their new
fleet of sleds! B gy ol ' 4




AN INTRODUCTION TO FIRST GRADE

Ashwood’'s next Walk Through the Grades on
Wednesday, Jan. 16", from 8:15-10:30 a.m., will
provide an opportunity to experience Ashwood’s
dynamic educational program first-hand while
focusing on the First Grade. The tour includes a
grade school curriculum overview, time in three
other grade school classrooms, refreshments, and
a question and answer session with the School
Director Jody Spanglet.

That evening, Jan. 16", Ashwood will host a
lecture in the First Grade classroom from 6:30-8
p.m. on the pedagogy and curriculum of the
Waldorf first grade. Included will be sample
program activities, presentations by current first
and fourth grade teachers, and a question and
answer session with Jody. Please join us for one
or both events; these free presentations are open
to the public. Space is limited; for more information
or to register please call the office at 236-8021.
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CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Come on out and enjoy the snow with us! | am
looking for volunteers to help me with cross-
country skiing in Movement class. | need help on
Mondays and Wednesdays with the second and
third grades from 1:25-2:05 p.m. and the fourth
and fifth grades from 2:10-2:50 p.m. | hope to start
skiing after the holiday break, depending on the
snow conditions. If you're interested please
contact me at jclough@ashwoodwaldorf.org or
240-6700.

— Jeremy Clough, Movement Teacher

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

We were blessed by King Winter with lots of
beautiful snow, and with that come icicles, which
the children absolutely love! | love to watch the
process of how the children get them down. They
can only use their hands (that's the rule in
kindergarten), no shovels, no sticks, no adults
helping them, etc. It is amazing to watch the
children roll stumps, stand on them, be not quite
able to reach, get another stump and very carefully
put it on top of the other stump, and try again and
again while moving the stumps from place to place
working with other children. Finally, reaching up
and collecting (without breaking) a huge icicle.
Their faces light up with absolute pride and
amazement that they finally got it! The beauty of
childhood.

— Miss Terri, Kindergarten Teacher

MOVEMENT CLASS IN THE SNOW!

In Movement class we played Polar Bears and
Penguins. You can only play this game in the snow
because to play it you need paths in the snow.
Two or three people are “it,” the polar bears.
Everyone else is a penguin. The penguins run
around on the paths and the polar bears try to tag
them. If your are tagged you go to the middle.

— Asher, Fifth Grade Student

SIXTH GRADE SELLS CITRUS

For our class fundraiser we sold citrus to anyone
who would buy them. It was a success; we sold
more than 3,000 Ibs. of citrus! I, for the 6" grade,
want to say thank you to everyone who purchased
some. For those of you who are enjoying them, we
are going to sell them again next year. Enjoy your
fruit!

— Ari, Sixth Grade Student

COMMUNITY NEWS

Kinder Faire a Wonderful Success - A warm thank you and kudos to all who made our Kinder Faire this past
Saturday at Tranquility Grange in Lincolnville such a wonderful gift to the children and families in our growing
Waldorf and LifeWays communities! The morning hummed with dozens of children making gifts for their family
members, parents shopping for "something special" and friends meeting and greeting friends in the true Spirit of
the season. The Ashwood 7th/8th grade class sold out of their lasagna dinners! — Susan Silverio

Please come to the Midcoast Anthroposophical Group' s monthly meeting, Sunday, Dec. 16" from 4-6 p.m. at
the Hope Library. There will be clay modeling with Susan Junge as well as a reading and conversation on a lecture
relating to the Christmas season by Rudolf Steiner. Contact Bridget Qualey, bridget@qualey.net, for a full agenda
or more info.
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Merryspring Solstice Celebration -  Come to Merryspring Nature Center on Friday, Dec. 21% from 3 -5 p.m. for
cider, snacks, a bonfire, and good company! Celebrate the Earth's rebirth and honor Kerry Hardy's 10 years of
service to Merryspring (Kerry and Merryspring have graciously partnered with Ashwood for the All Hallows’ Eve
Walk for six years).

Study Group to Start Up Again - Last January a study group formed to read Rudolf Steiner's How to Know
Higher Worlds. The group will be meeting again starting Wednesday, Jan. 16™. This session will begin at Chapter
3 in the book; it would be helpful to have read up to that point by Jan. 16™. We plan to meet the first and third
Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Rosewood Early Childhood Center. Please contact Michele
Beckstrom at 594-2678 if you have any questions.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Spindlewood Cider for Sale - organic local cider, fresh this season and frozen in half gallons. Available for $3.50
while the supply lasts! Call Susan Junge at 236-0505 and Ieave a message with your request. It can be delivered
to Ashwood in the morning after drop-off this Friday, Dec. 14™ or Monday, Dec. 17™.

Spirit & Art Gallery East, owned by Ashwood’s Forming Arts Teacher Susan Junge and Board Member Richard
Ailes, at 6 Bay View St. in Camden has a selection of children's books for sale. They range from the Elsa Beskow
and Sybille von Olfers picture books to others for all ages from the Steiner Book catalog, as well as Native
American stories from both local people and other parts of North America. The store is open this month Tuesday -
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Visit our website calendar for more information: http://www.ashwoodwaldorf.org/calendar.php
Thank you to Toki Oshima for artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks. Q”
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Please give submissions, paper or email, to the Administrative Asst.
in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday at noon.

== [
= Wednesday December 12" PCC Meeting - Rosewood 6-8 p.m.
Thursday December 13" Santa Lucia Day - Second Grade :
» Friday December 14" Friday Assembly - Winter Songs 8:45 a.m. .
» Monday December 17" Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m.
. Buttercup Nursery Potluck Lunch (new date) 11:30 a.m. .
= Tuesday December 18" Shepherds’ Play - Lincoln Street Center 2 p.m.
Wednesday December 19™ Winter Assembly - Camden Opera House 10 a.m. .
. (Early dismissal following assembly)
* Thurs.-Wed. Dec. 20-Jan 2 Vacation - No School :
+ Thursday January 3" School Resumes .
Monday January 7" Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m.
: Wednesday January 9" PCC Meeting 8:30-10:30 a.m. .
. Wednesday Weekly Resumes
Wednesday January 16" Walk Through the Grades - Focus on First Grade 8:15-10:30 a.m.
. “An Introduction to First Grade” - Grade 1 Classroom  6:30-8 p.m. .
Monday January 21% Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFE

Jody Spanglet — Director — ext. 103
Stephanie Bartlett — Business Manager — ext. 109
Lauren Lynch — Administrative Assistant — ext. 101
Maria Northcott — Enroliment & Marketing Director — ext. 105

You may contact the Board of Trustees by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org;
the Alumni Committee at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and
the Parent Community Council at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org.

School Office hours are 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. (8 a.m. — 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays)




