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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

Good news from NEASC! 
 

While the snow continues to fall on Tuesday morning last summer seems so far away now. And yet, that was 
when our Accreditation Committee, comprised of Lee Chisholm, Lauren Lynch, Marianne Bockli, and myself 
were busy as beavers writing our Five-Year Interim Evaluation Report for submission to the Commission on 
Independent Schools of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). The report was due 
on October 1, 2007. The Commission reviewed our report in November and accepted it with commendations 
and thanks: 
 

“The Commission commends the school for its thorough response…and for its commitment to the 
accreditation process…your report was accepted with thanks…I wish to express my own personal 
congratulations to you for a job well done. Much has happened since your accreditation visit and  
you and your staff should be complimented.” 
               William M. Bennett 

Director of the Commission 
 

The Commission goes on to praise Ashwood for its thorough response in addressing the standards and 
recommendations noted from the visiting committee in their 2002 report. Other than routine annual reports, 
Ashwood’s next major responsibility regarding accreditation will be our decennial evaluation visit, scheduled 
for 2012.  
 

One of the NEASC standards requires that Ashwood participate fully in the peer review process, sending 
personnel to serve on visiting committees to other institutions. Mr. Bennett has specifically invited me to 
participate as a member of the Candidacy Committee for the Merriconeag Waldorf School in Freeport, Maine. 
Merriconeag is at the beginning of its accreditation process.  
 

Last year we were pleased to create, submit, and have accepted a three-year study for our application to 
AWSNA (Association of Waldorf School of North America) in order to begin the process of becoming a full 
member Waldorf school. Copies of both the AWSNA report and the NEASC Five-Year Interim Evaluation 
Report are available in the office; please stop by if you would like to sign out a copy to borrow. These are 
major milestones for Ashwood. They represent the significant professionalism and maturity that has become 
characteristic of our school in its twenty-second year. Each parent, student, teacher, administrator, and board 
member contribute to the portrait of who Ashwood is today. While there is always much more to do, visits and 
assessments from outside professionals confirm our many accomplishments.  
 

–  Jody Spanglet 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
 

Please come to the Dec. 12th PCC meeting with the Board Executive Committee and School Director Jody 
Spanglet. The Executive Committee of the Board is comprised of the Board President Claude Carbonneau, 
Board Treasurer Ben Tupper, and Board Secretary Liz  Snider. We will come prepared to go over the focus of 
the Board's work this year and explain how we are organized to accomplish it. We would also like to answer 
your  questions and listen to your ideas and  concerns. If you have specific questions that you would like us 
to address that evening please e-mail them to Jody Spanglet at jspanglet@ashwoodwaldorf.org. We look 
forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
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PCC CORNER 
 
All Ashwood parents are invited to attend the next 
PCC meeting. Claude Carbonneau, President of 
the Board of Trustees, will be our guest, along with 
Board Treasurer Ben Tupper and School Director 
Jody Spanglet. Other Board members will join the 
meeting as well. This will be a great opportunity for 
all parents to hear about ongoing Board activities 
and strategic planning. Please come join us at this 
evening meeting in the Rosewood Early Childhood 
Center on Wednesday, Dec. 12th, from 6 - 8 p.m. 
 

– Louise Tanguay-Ricker, PCC Chair 
 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO FIRST GRADE 
 
Ashwood Waldorf School will host a Walk Through 
the Grades on Wednesday, January 16th, from 
8:15–10:30 a.m. This guided tour is an excellent 
opportunity to observe the First Grade and to 
experience Ashwood’s dynamic educational 
program first-hand. The tour includes a grade 
school curriculum overview, time in three other 
grade school classrooms, refreshments, and a 
question and answer session with the School 
Director Jody Spanglet.  
 

Following the tour, Ashwood will host an evening 
lecture in the First Grade classroom Wednesday, 
January 16th, from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on the pedagogy 
and curriculum of the Waldorf first grade. The 
workshop includes sample program activities, 
presentations by current first and fourth grade 
teachers, and a question and answer session with 
Jody. Combined, these three educators have 40 
years experience in Waldorf education. Now is 
your chance to ask all of your questions about how 
reading, writing, and math are taught to first 
graders. We invite you to both the tour and talk to 
learn about the first grade curriculum from a 
Waldorf perspective. Please bring a friend or two; 
these free presentations are open to the public. 
Space is limited; for more information or to register 
please call the office at (207) 236-8021. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIFTH GRADE FISHING FUN 
 

On Tuesday, November 27th, the fifth grade went 
on a hike with the Buttercup Nursery to the stream. 
Each fifth grader was paired with a Nursery child. 
The sun was shining and the day was cool. At the 
stream, the pairs made fishing poles out of a stick 
and some string and fished in the stream. The 
stream was higher than usual. It was muddy and 
slippery as well. 
 

– Xara and Jane, Fifth Grade Students 
 

SIXTH GRADE HITS BROADWAY 
 
During Main Lesson Beverly Scott has just started 
to come in to sing with us. As you know, Beverly 
enjoys singing Broadway show tunes as she 
showed at Coastal Star Search. Beverly brings fun 
and enthusiasm to her teaching that no other 
teacher I know can. We are, at the moment, 
learning a song named “Oklahoma.” This is our 
first time learning a Broadway song. 
 

– Lila, Sixth Grade Student 
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WINTER ASSEMBLY 
 

Please come to the Camden Opera House on 
Thursday, Dec. 19th to view the work and class 
performances from the Grade School students. 
The Tucker Room will be open before and after the 
assembly for viewing artwork, handwork, Main 
Lesson books, woodworking, and more. The 
assembly will begin at 10 a.m. Children will be 
dismissed from the Opera House following the 
assembly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASHWOOD STUDENTS SELECTED FOR 
DISTRICT CHORUS 

 
For more than 20 years, the Maine Music 
Educators Association has organized regional 
music festivals for students across the state.  
These festivals provide opportunities for motivated, 
talented choral and instrumental musicians in 
grades 6-12 to learn and perform in large, high-
level ensembles.  Entry to these District Honors 
Festivals is by audition consisting of scales, sight-
singing, and a prepared song.  This year, three 
students from Ashwood Waldorf School dedicated 
themselves to this endeavor, and I am very 
pleased to announce that all three were selected! 
Fiona Boyd, Sean Oshima, and Alex Wilder will 
join more than 90 other midcoast-area middle 
school singers in the 2007-2008 District Honors 
Chorus. The festival will be held April 4th-5th at Mt. 
Ararat Middle School in Topsham.  Please join me 
in congratulating Fiona, Sean, and Alex on their 
accomplishment! 
 

– Susan Bragg, Middle School Chorus Teacher 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 

Get a babysitter for tomorrow night - Third Grade parent Jenny Simon, a Bald Rock Community member, 
asks you to join an evening of great music, the Greg Brown Benefit Concert for Bald Rock, Thursday, Dec. 6th  
at the Camden Opera House at 7 p.m., to support this midcoast treasure in Camden Hills State Park. Despite 
a busy touring schedule for his new album, The Evening Call, this Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter 
generously set aside time to perform for us as a benefit for Bald Rock. Let's repay this kindness with a sold 
out performance. Tickets are available for $25 or $28 on the day of the show.  For more information call 763-
4522 or visit www.BaldRockCommunity.org. 

 
The Spindlewood Kinder Faire  is this coming Saturday, Dec. 8th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Tranquility 
Grange (just north of Lincolnville Center on Rt. 52). This is a holiday gathering for families, with activities 
prepared for younger children. There will be no admission charge, but by purchasing 50¢ tokens, everyone 
can participate in simple workshops to complete gift projects - such as rolling candles, stringing beads, 
stitching small pillows, sanding candlesticks and folding paper angels. Older children, if they choose, can 
assist in workshop activities. Finished crafts, lovingly made in frequent gatherings of handicraft elves, will be 
offered for sale. Several talented craftspeople have also been invited to sell their wares, along with books, 
beeswax candles, and other ideas for family giving. There will be some musical accompaniment, and a 
chance to visit the magic of a spinning wheel. There will be  a story around 11:30 a.m., and we hope - a 
surprise visitor!  The Ashwood 7th/8th grade will be offering a Lasagna Lunch (as a class fundraiser) in the 
Grange dining room downstairs, and fresh cider and cookies will be available upstairs. 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS & SNOW SAFETY  
 

School cancellations and late start days are 
announced on the school’s answering 
machine at 236-8021, and on 102.5 FM and 
103.3 FM. They are also posted online at 
www.villagesoup.com. Families are asked to 
use their own discretion when deciding 
whether to attend school on snowy days 
when school is in session. When SAD #28 is 
canceled, Ashwood Waldorf School is 
canceled as well.  
 

Adults and children are asked to please use 
the path along the parking lot edge to avoid 
walking in the parking lot where cars are 
pulling in and out and visibility may be limited. 

 



 

 

Sandals still needed  - Lynn Schaffer, a home health care/hospice nurse from the Westport Island (Maine) 
area, is coordinating the collection of children’s sandals for an orphanage in Bolivia, through St. Denis Church 
in Whitefield, which has adopted a mission church in Bolivia.  Lynn will be going to Bolivia in January or 
February and will distribute all the collected sandals to the children.  Any donations can be brought to 
Ashwood by Dec. 18th and placed in the box located in the clay/woodworking building.  Any questions, 
contact Donna Wenckus at Ashwood. Sandals only please.  Thanks very much.   

 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
 

Shiatsu gift certificates on sale -  treat yourself or a friend for the holidays. Shiatsu is a Japanese healing 
art that can be relaxing as well as energizing. Offered by Maggie Churchill, whose office is at the Wellness 
Center in Camden.  Call 230-4184 for more information.  
 
Free "Woolies" - size 2T/3T, Merino wool long underwear bottoms and balaclava. Minor mending required. 
Contact Brooke Kehoe at 236-2150.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Toki Oshima for the artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.  
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Paper or email submissions are welcome. 

Please give submissions to the Administrative Assistant in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. 
Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday  at noon. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 

Jody Spanglet  – Director – ext. 103 
Stephanie Bartlett  – Business Manager – ext. 109 
Lauren Lynch  – Administrative Assistant – ext. 101           

Maria Northcott – Enrollment & Marketing Director – ext. 105  
                 

You may contact the Board of Trustees  by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org; 
the Alumni Committee  at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and  

the Parent Community Council  at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org. 
 

School Office hours are 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (8 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays) 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Wednesday December 5th First Grade Parent Evening 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday December 6th St. Nicholas Day 
Friday December 7th Friday Assembly - Sixth Grade 8:45 a.m. 
Monday December 10th  Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m. 
   Second Grade Block Party 3:15 p.m. 
Tuesday December 11th Seventh/Eighth Grade Parent Evening 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  December 12th PCC Meeting - Rosewood 6-8 p.m.  
Thursday December 13th Santa Lucia Day - Second Grade 
Friday December 14th Friday Assembly - Winter Songs 8:45 a.m. 
Monday December 17th Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m. 
   Buttercup Nursery Potluck Lunch  (new date) 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday December 18th Shepherds’ Play - Lincoln Street Center 2 p.m. 
Wednesday December 19th Winter Assembly - Camden Opera House 10 a.m. 
   (Early dismissal following assembly)  
Thurs.-Wed. Dec. 20-Jan 2 Vacation - No School 
Thursday January 3rd School Resumes 
Wednesday January 9th PCC Meeting 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday January 16th Walk Through the Grades - Focus on First Grade 8:15-10:30 a.m. 
  “An Introduction to First Grade” - Grade 1 Classroom 6:30-8 p.m. 

 
Visit our website calendar for more information: http://www.ashwoodwaldorf.org/calendar.php 

 


