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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
The sixth annual All Hallows’ Eve celebration was a wonderful success. It was heartwarming to see so many 
community members include this magical celebration in their Halloween festivities. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to this event, and a special thank you to the PCC and the Community Life Committee who 
spent tireless hours making this happen for all the children of midcoast Maine. Our best guess is that 400-500 
people attended this event. 
 

The next festival of the year, on November 11th, is Martinmas. While the first and second grades will 
celebrate this festival at school, it is worthwhile for the rest of us to know its origins: 
 

“From France comes the legend of St. Martin, who as a young man passed under an archway 
in the city of Amiens and discovered a poor beggar huddled there. The man was nearly naked, 
shivering with cold, and had received no alms to assist him. On seeing him, the young Martin 
took his own cape from his shoulders, tore the garment in half and covered the poor man to 
warm him. The following night Martin had a dream in which he saw Christ wearing this same 
piece of this cape. The experience confirmed in him his devotion to all mankind regardless of 
their station in life.” 
             – Diana Carey and Judy Large 
 

In many European countries Martinmas celebrations begin at the eleventh minute of the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month. Bonfires are built, and children carry lanterns in the streets after dark, 
singing songs for which they are rewarded with candy. In some cultures Martinmas marks the end of time for 
working in the fields and the beginning of bringing in the harvest. As such, Martinmas straddles both the 
American celebrations of Halloween and Thanksgiving. Also in America, November 11th is the traditional 
Veterans' Day. Veterans' Day began as "Armistice Day" initiated by Woodrow Wilson and formalized in 1938. 
It is the anniversary of the World War I Armistice (truce) signed in 1918. 
 

– Jody Spanglet 
 
 

COASTAL STAR SEARCH - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 TH AT 2:30 P.M. 
�

Production Help 
 
If you want to help out with Coastal Star Search you 
still can: sign-up sheets will be going up this week for 
production help. We need stage hands, Green Room 
help, ticket booth helpers, sound movers, equipment 
movers, and audition assistants. Please look on the 
kiosk for these sheets, and volunteer in whatever 
capacity you can. 

 
Donations �

�
Donations are still being accepted! Many, many 
thanks to all that have bought ads, given donations, 
and helped us so far with this fundraising event.  It is 
truly appreciated by us all.������
 

Auditions 
 
If you haven't signed up to audition, please do so by 
Thursday, Nov. 8th.  To register call 975-7827 
(STAR) or online at www.coastalstarsearch.com. 
Please call Chris Burstein at home, 763-4293 or on 
her cell, 207-735-7007, if you have any questions.�
� �

Ticket Sales 
 

We expect to have a sell out crowd! Keep an eye 
out for the ticket booth at school pick-up time, and 
buy your tickets, and tickets for your family and 
friends, in advance. 
�

– Chris Burstein, Coastal Star Search Committee 
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Yes! and Yes! and Thank You! and Thank You! 
 
By now you should have received the school's Annual Appeal (along with the fall issue of Fraxinus Samara), 
and you should be aware that volunteers are very busy organizing a fundraising event -- Coastal Star Search. 
To the uninitiated this may seem confusing to have all this happening at once.  Which one to support? You 
should consider supporting both, of course! 
 

It is a very straight line that connects fundraising activities (like the Star Search and the Annual Appeal) to the 
cost of tuition.  If the school does not appeal for additional support or run fundraisers then tuition must go up 
to make up the difference. Yikes! That is why I suggest that you say, “Yes!” and “Yes!” to each way of 
supporting the school. Your support makes a big difference. 
 

And speaking of big -- please join me in a big thank you to the entire Coastal Star Search volunteer team who 
have picked up this important work.  Please also join me in a big thank you to Barry King for stepping forward 
to eloquently lead the Annual Appeal.  
 

– Ben Tupper for the Board of Trustees 
�

PCC CORNER 
 

All Hallows’ Eve Wrap-up 
 

All Hallows’ Eve was a big success if the smiling 
faces of the gypsies, gorillas, and knights were any 
indication. A special thanks to Emily Markowitz 
and Kim Sampson and family for the tree faces, as 
well as the various gnomes, white witches, and 
faeries inhabiting the forest. The children did a 
beautiful job with the pumpkins, and the snacks, 
cider and cookies donated by the parents were 
delicious. A big thank you to the All Hallows’ PCC 
Committee (Emily Markowitz, Julie Lyman, Tina 
Mott, and Kim Sampson) and to Robinsunne and 
Sue Conover for helping out at the tables.   

– Kris Gordon, Second Grade PCC Rep 
 

Next PCC Meeting 
 

A reminder to everyone that the next PCC meeting 
will be a morning meeting and is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 th  from 8:30-10:30 a.m.  at 
Rosewood .  All are welcome to attend.  If 
possible, agenda items should be submitted a 
week in advance to Louise Ricker.  Please note 
that Jody Spanglet will be our special guest. 

Calendar Sale 
 

The Parent Community Council is selling the 2008 
Fairy Tale Moons calendar to help finance the 
successful pizza and popcorn parties as well as 
future community events. 

 

This calendar was designed to bring the cycle of 
the seasons and the wisdom of fairy tales 
imaginatively alive for the young child.  Beautifully 
illustrated, and oversized (11" x 15"), each monthly 
illustration presents a picture which is at once in a 
fairy tale story and simultaneously in Moon and 
Stars currently overhead. Fairy Tale Moons 
nourishes a sense of wonder for the natural world 
and offers many opportunities for parent/child 
interaction. Resources for obtaining each complete 
fairy tale and simple star gazing are included in the 
calendar. 
 

The calendars are $15 each and make wonderful 
holiday gifts for young and old alike! To reserve 
your calendar contact Meikle Hall at 
mekham@aol.com  or call 763-4414. 
 

 
A WARM BUTTERCUP WELCOME 

 
The Buttercup Nursery class greeted a new 
student this week, Alma Bournival. Alma attended 
Ashwood’s Parent/Child class last year and we 
welcome her and her parents, Gisela Cardozo and 
Seth Bournival, back to Ashwood! 

A NEW LITTLE ONE 
 

Congratulations to the Larsen-Leavins family on 
the birth of Iain Fields Larsen-Leavins. Iain’s big 
sister Lizzie Maude is in the Buttercup Nursery 
class and his parents are Merrilee Dahm Larsen 
and Stephen Leavins. 
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FIFTH GRADE HANDWORK  
 

This year we are knitting socks in Handwork class.  
We each chose two colors to knit with.  Most 
people are on their first sock, but some people are 
on their second sock.  The people who have 
finished their socks are making a cable hat.  It is 
hard to knit socks but its fun! 
 

– Jeremiah and Lydia, Fifth Grade Students 

 

SIXTH GRADE PUMPKIN CARVING 
 

On Wednesday, the 31st of October, each student 
brought in a pumpkin. We all carved them so they 
could light the way for the families who took the 
walk through Merryspring Park.  It was fun and 
interesting carving the pumpkins though my hands 
got really slimy and itchy. 
 

There were pumpkins of all sizes; some were so 
small you could hold them with one hand and 
others so large it took two people to carry them to 
the rock. All the pumpkins got safely delivered to 
Merryspring for the All Hallows’ Eve Walk. 
 

– Mika, Sixth Grade Student 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL HALLOWS’ EVE THANK YOUS  
� 

The Community Life Committee would like to express their great appreciation for all the participants, 
volunteers, and characters that made the All Hallows’ Eve Walk the success it was! The event was a 
smashing success with some estimating that 500 people attended! Attendees of all ages were overheard 
joyfully recounting their experience as they made their way back to their cars. This festival involves so many 
people; it’s miraculous how it comes together so smoothly. With sincere gratitude we thank the following 
people: the 6th and 7th/8th Grade classes for being wonderful magical characters; Emily Qualey for telling 
fortunes under the apple tree; Joanne Moesswilde for donning the bunny suit; Nathaniel Stimson (Tamora 
Goltz’s son) for being our fearless knight; Mike Sampson for being a forest creature on the spur of the 
moment; Richard Ailes for sleeping so peacefully as Rip van Winkle; Laura Purdom for being an elegant 
Snow Queen; Emily Markowitz, Kim Sampson, Karl Erickson, and Mike Sampson for their incredible tree 
faces; Tina Mott, Julie Lyman, Emily Markowitz and Kim Sampson for forming the All Hallows’ PCC 
subcommittee and doing a fantastic job of providing snacks, cookies, cider, set-up and clean-up; Lauren and 
Jody for being stalwart gatekeepers (and helping with clean-up); Jeremy the Jester; Nick Northcott and 
Donna Wenckus for their precise parking skills; Ben Tupper for filling in whenever and wherever needed; all 
the parents who donated cider, cookies, and snacks and who chipped in to help clean-up; Susan Silverio for 
captivating the younger children with her story; Lee Chisholm for telling scary stories in the hollow and Amy 
Watson for tending the fire; Tamora Goltz for helping out; Terri Hallowell, Sarah Baldwin and the 7th/8th Grade 
parent Trail Tenders for keeping things moving; Jennifer Bell, Robinsunne, and Liz Sizeler for manning the 
food table; and, finally, anyone else who we might have missed who lent a hand to this fantastic community 
event! THANK YOU! 
 

– Robert Kaczor, Community Life Committee 

Don’t Forget… 
 

Ashwood will be closed on Monday, November 12th, in observance of Veterans Day 
and from Wednesday-Friday, November 21st-23rd for Thanksgiving vacation. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
High School Informational Meeting - Come join students and faculty from the Watershed Community High 
School (www.watershedcommunity.org) on Tuesday, November 13th from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. in the 7th/8th 
Grade classroom at Ashwood for an informational evening about their school. All Ashwood parents and 
students are invited to attend the event to learn more about the Watershed Community School. Please 
register for this free event by this Friday, Nov. 9th by calling Maria Northcott in the office at 236-8021 ext. 105. 
 
Waldorf Education: Back to the Future - a public ta lk by Jack Petrash, Friday, Nov.16th, 7 p.m., at the 
Community Hall at Merriconeag Waldorf School, 57 Desert Road, Freeport. Free admission. Waldorf schools 
work hard to preserve many wholesome elements from the past in support of children and their healthy 
development. What often gets overlooked, however, is that the Waldorf approach to teaching is just the kind 
of education that children need for the complex, rapidly changing world they will inherit. This talk will look at 
the current literature in education, business and brain research to show that a creative, holistic approach to 
education is exactly what our children need to ready them for their future. Jack Petrash is the founder and 
director of the Nova Institute. An educator with over 25 years of classroom experience, he currently teaches 
at the Washington Waldorf School in Bethesda, Maryland. He has written extensively on issues pertaining to 
innovative classroom instruction and parenting, and is the author of Understanding Waldorf Education: 
Teaching from the Inside Out; Covering Home: Lessons on the Art of Fathering from the Game of Baseball; 
and Navigating the Terrain of Childhood: A Guide to Meaningful Parenting and Heartfelt Discipline.  
 
Ladybugs go home!  An Ashwood friend had mentioned that ladybugs do not like camphor and that she had 
tried using camphor oil on rags that she hung outside her windows.  The population of ladybugs around her 
house dropped significantly.  I went around town trying to find camphor oil but was not successful.  So I got 
online and proceeded to research areas where I might be able to find it.  I could only find it in very small 
quantities and it was rather costly. However I came across a University of Pennsylvania study that addressed 
the problem with the recent invasion of this particular ladybug over the last few years.  The research 
mentioned that ladybugs do not like camphor and menthol.  So I thought menthol oil might be easier to find... 
but again, I had no luck.  Just a few days later, my daughter had a deep chest cold and I decided to get the 
old Vicks rub out of the cupboard and spread some on her throat. She asked, “Maman, this smells so strong, 
what is in this?”  So I read...... camphor and menthol.... oh my Gosh!  So every year, on the last warm day of 
fall, we take a little paint brush and a jar of Vicks (we actually use Equate which is the same thing but 
because it is the store brand, it is half the price) and we brush it along all our cottages and motel outside and 
inside window and door frames.  This has practically completely eliminated the yearly invasion.  And we don't 
worry about the smell (we like the smell), and when spring comes, the smell has pretty much dissipated. Just 
thought I would share my discovery.  Perhaps we could bottle it under a different label and raise money!  
– Louise Ricker 
 
 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
 

Ride Needed: Thanksgiving at the Empire State Build ing - Ms. Purdom is looking for a ride back to Maine 
after the last sweet potato pie is gone. Mr. Purdom (Andrew) will deliver Laura to any able traveler(s) within, 
say, 150 miles of the Macy's Parade. Please visit Laura at the second grade classroom or call 785-5678. 
Thanks! 

 
Looking for a full- or queen-sized wicker headboard  - a footboard and frame would be great too, but not 
necessary. Please contact Kim Cobourn at 236-0298.
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Thank you to Toki Oshima for the artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.  
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Paper or email submissions are welcome. 

Please give submissions to the Administrative Assistant in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. 
Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday  at noon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 

Jody Spanglet  – Director – ext. 103 
Stephanie Bartlett  – Business Manager – ext. 109 
Lauren Lynch  – Administrative Assistant – ext. 101           

Maria Northcott – Enrollment & Marketing Director – ext. 105  
                 

You may contact the Board of Trustees  by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org; 
the Alumni Committee  at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and  

the Parent Community Council  at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org. 
 

School Office hours are 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (8 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays) 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Friday November 9th Friday Assembly - Third Grade 8:45 a.m. 
   First and Second Grade Lantern Walk 4:45 p.m. 
Saturday November 10th Coastal Star Search Auditions-Camden Opera House 12 - 4 p.m. 
Sunday November 11th Coastal Star Search Auditions-Camden Opera House 12 - 4 p.m. 
Monday November 12th Veterans Day Observance - No School 
Tuesday November 13th Watershed Community School Informational Evening 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
   (at Ashwood in the 7th/8th Grade classroom) 
Wednesday November 14th PCC Meeting - Rosewood  (new location)  8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
   Third Grade Parent Evening 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Friday November 16th Friday Assembly - Second Grade 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday November 18th Coastal Star Search - Camden Opera House 2:30 p.m. 
Monday November 19th Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m. 
   Fourth Grade Parent Evening 5:30 p.m. 
   Seventh/Eighth Grade Parent Evening 7 p.m. 
Tuesday November 20th Buttercup Nursery Potluck Lunch 
Wed.-Fri. Nov. 21s t- 23rd Thanksgiving Vacation - No School  


