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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
As you have all heard by now Coastal Star Search is up and running. This exciting event will be our only 
fundraising event this year other than the annual raffle that will be held in the spring. This year the Board of 
Trustees decided that our annual auction had run its course. While the auction has been a marvelous 
success, the entire committee of volunteers and the administration agreed with the Board’s decision to let 
that event have a rest. The Development Committee, comprised of Board members and parents, 
brainstormed several new fundraising ideas. As each possible event was explored, Coastal Star Search 
began to stand out as the right event for Ashwood this year. 
 

While there are many reasons that Coastal Star Search was chosen, chief among them were John and Chris 
Burstein’s incredible generosity and enthusiasm for putting on the event. At this point they have been joined 
by a small group of parents willingly sharing their time and efforts to make this event a fundraising success.  
 

John Burstein has been producing award-winning children’s programming for the past 30 years. His work 
includes projects with the International Reading Association, the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics, the Wisconsin Educational Board, the American Academy of Pediatrics, as well as a Public 
Television series.  John has also put together a traveling musical health show, and has been touring the 
country performing in it for the past three years. His main message is self-respect, personal responsibility, 
and appreciation and gratitude for the miracle of the human body.  
 

The Development Committee still needs your help. They are looking for you to spread the word about this 
event throughout the midcoast community. They are looking for sponsorships, they need help the day of the 
show, and they are looking for your participation at the show, as performers and audience members alike. 
 

The entire proceeds of Coastal Star Search will go to Ashwood’s operating budget. These funds will help fund 
our tuition assistance program and help keep all of our educational programs running. The show promises to 
be extremely fun and entertaining for all. I hope to see you all there on Sunday, Nov. 18th! 
 
– Jody Spanglet 

 
 
 

COASTAL STAR SEARCH 
 

The Coastal Star Search production team meetings are held on Mondays at 2 p.m. in the Conference Room.  
We have had a few brave souls volunteer, but not in the numbers we had hoped. Please come join the team! 
  

This Friday, October 26th, we will be selling tickets to Coastal Star Search starting at 3 p.m. and throughout 
pick-up time.  Do bring your checkbooks to purchase tickets for the show, which will be held on Sunday, 
November 18th at 2:30 p.m. at the Camden Opera House.  Just think, a show, then a nice early dinner out in 
Camden on a Sunday afternoon! Home in time for music practice, a bath, and bed.  Perfect. 
  

Oh, and who out there has a wonderful talent they want to share, and have the chance to win terrific prizes at 
the same time?  I'm still waiting to hear from you.  Auditions are Nov 10th & 11th from 12-4 p.m. at the 
Camden Opera House. Register now by calling 975-STAR (7827) or online at www.coastalstarsearch.com. 
Please call me with any questions, 763-4293. Thank you! 
  

– Chris Burstein, Coastal Star Search Committee 
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KINDERGARTEN VISIT 
 

Last Friday, I had the good fortune of visiting the 
Kindergarten class for a while after the assembly. I 
sat quietly and observed the children during their 
free play time. Three of the girls were intent upon 
recreating the puppet play of the Three Billy Goats 
Gruff. After they found the bridge with the help of a 
few classmates, they set their “stage” on a log with 
a blue silk for the river. Because there were four 
characters and the storyteller and just the three 
girls, they spent quite a few very precious 
moments deciding who would be which characters. 
Another child briefly joined in the debate with his 
good idea and then continued on with his own 
activity. Together and with the help of this 
classmate, the girls decided how they would divvy 
up the parts. It was delightful to see this complex 
problem-solving happen so fluidly and effortlessly, 
without interference from any adult. The play was 
lovely and retold exactly with the rich vocabulary 
and sweet songs with which Miss Terri and Miss 
Sarah brought it to the children. Thank you for the 
visit and the play! 
 

– Maria Northcott, Enrollment & Marketing Director 
 

ASHWOOD STUDENT PUBLISHED 
 

Jonas Eichenlaub, a third-grade student, had a 
poem titled “Slippers” published in the October 
2007 issue of Highlights magazine. 
Congratulations Jonas! 

 

FIFTH GRADE BOTANY 
 

The Fifth Grade went to Avena Botanical Gardens 
on Friday, October 5, 2007 to study Botany.  We 
learned about different plants and what they are 
used for.  We learned that Stinging Nettle does not 
feel nice when you touch it.  To stop the stinging 
you put Touch-me-not on it and it goes away.  One 
favorite plant was Lamb’s Ear because they are 
soft.  We saw bees and butterflies.  We also made 
sun tea with mint, lemon balm and lots of other 
herbs. 
 

– Anne-Marie and Sonia, Fifth Grade Students 

 
 
 

 
 

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP 
 

The Ashwood Middle School went to the Big Eddy 
Campground by Mt. Katahdin. We left on a 
Tuesday for a four-hour drive to the Big Eddy 
Campground. After we got there we ate dinner and 
set up the tents. The next day we split up into two 
groups. My group was canoeing and the other 
group was hiking. We canoed six miles by the end 
of the day while the other group hiked six miles to 
Mt. Sentinel next to Katahdin. On Friday we woke 
up to pouring rain and drove in the rain for four 
hours. I had a very good time and wished we could 
have another class or Middle School trip. 
 

– Ellie, Sixth Grade Student 

 
PCC CORNER 

 
CREATIVE CIRCLE CONTINUES 

 

The first Creative Circle was a huge success! 
Needle-felted pumpkins were made, stories 
were shared, and children played. Please 
come join us every Monday at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Apple Blossom Room (middle room) at 
Rosewood. Come knit, chat, and drink tea. 
Beginners are welcome. For more information 
call me at 594-8550. 
 

– Kim Sampson, Ashwood Parent 

PIZZA SOCIAL 
 

The time for the PCC sponsored Pizza Social has 
been changed.  The new time is 3:15-4:15 p.m. 
this Friday, October 26th . The PCC will provide 
pizza and cider.  We welcome parents to bring 
healthy snacks (raw veggies, etc.) if so desired. 
 

ALL HALLOWS’ EVE HELP 
 

Class PCC reps will be contacting you soon 
regarding refreshments for the October 31st All 
Hallows’ event at Merryspring.  We hope to have 
as many Happy Hallow tummies as we did last 
year! 
 

– Kris Gordon, Second Grade PCC Rep
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WALK THROUGH THE GRADES 
 

Ashwood will host a Walk Through the Grades 
classroom tour on Wednesday, November 7th from 
8:15–10:30 a.m. This guided tour through many of 
the Grade School classrooms is a wonderful 
opportunity for adults to experience Waldorf 
education first-hand by seeing Ashwood's Grade 
School students and faculty in action. The morning 
includes an overview of the curriculum and a 
question and answer session with school Director, 
Jody Spanglet. This free event is open to the 
public. Please tell your friends and neighbors. 
Space is limited; please call the office at 236-8021 
to register. The next Walk Through the Grades will 
be Wednesday, January 16, 2008. 
 

MAINTENANCE POSITION AVAILABLE 
 

Ashwood is looking for a part-time maintenance 
worker. The successful candidate will perform 
journey-level trades in the construction, alteration, 
maintenance, and repair of Ashwood buildings, 
facilities, and equipment. Reliability, organization, 
and good communication skills are necessary. For 
an application or for more information please call 
Stephanie Bartlett, Business Manager, in the office 
at 236-8021. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL BAKERS 
 

One of the great things about our monthly Walk 
Through the Grades is the tea and homemade 
pastries served after our guests have had a 
chance to visit the classrooms. We’re looking for 
parents who like to bake to help us keep this 
tradition going. It’s pretty easy; we just need one 
loaf of any kind of quick bread, or a dozen muffins, 
once a month for most of the school year. I’ve 
done this a number of times and my kids love it 
because they know I always bake extra for them!  
 

If you’re interested in helping keep our Walk 
Through the Grades as sweet as it always is, 
please contact me at 338-0632 or Maria Northcott 
in the office at 236-8021 and let us know. The next 
Walk Through the Grades in on Wednesday, 
November 7. Hope to hear from you soon! Thanks. 
 

– Liz Snider, Ashwood Parent 

ALL HALLOWS’ EVE CELEBRATION 
  

Ladies and gentleman, boos and ghouls, goblins and witches, Ashwood Waldorf School’s sixth annual All 
Hallows’ Eve Walk is coming! 
  

Beginning at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, October 31st, the grounds of Merryspring Nature Center at 30 Conway 
Road in Camden become an enchanted forest full of magical and mysterious characters. The walk is festive 
and not meant to be scary for the littlest ones. To engage the older children ages 9-13, scary stories will be 
told round a campfire in the woods. Everyone is encouraged to come in costume but no scary masks or 
costumes, please. 
  

Join us at 4 p.m. for crackers, cheese, veggies, and cider served by the wonderful Parent Community 
Council. A story for the younger children will begin at 4:15 p.m. as will the scary stories for the older children. 
Just before 4:30 the younger children and their parents are invited to wind their way quietly along the lit path 
through the forest, catching glimpses of creature and character vignettes. The guides along the trail will 
encourage you to look but not meddle with the characters, as they are shy and easily scared off. A delicious 
cookie awaits you as you exit the path. The path will stay open until 5:40 p.m. this year to accommodate 
everyone. 
  

To preserve the enchanted mood of the event we kindly ask that there be no flash photography, flashlights, or 
cell phones. Thank you! 
  

Parking for the event is provided in Merryspring Center’s large meadows past the buildings and off the main 
loop. Families are also encouraged to carpool.  
 

– Community Life Committee  (Robert Kaczor, Donna Wenckus, Laura Purdom, Terri Hallowell, and Maria Northcott) 

TERRA DIDDLE FIDDLERS TO PERFORM 
 

The Terra Diddle Fiddlers, comprised of students, 
parents, and faculty from Ashwood Waldorf 
School, will perform a medley of fiddle music 
including waltzes to put you in the holiday mood 
at the Camden Public Library on Saturday, 
Dec. 1st from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Please come! 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Sandals Wanted: Lynn Schaffer, a home health care/hospice nurse from the Winterport Island (Maine) area is 
coordinating a collecting of children’s sandals for children in an orphanage in Bolivia.  This is happening via 
St. Denis Church in Whitefield, which has adopted a mission church in Bolivia.  Lynn will be going to Bolivia in 
January or February and will distribute all the collected sandals to the children.  Any donations can be 
brought to Ashwood and placed in the box located in the clay/woodworking building.  Any questions, contact 
Donna Wenckus at Ashwood. Sandals ONLY please.  Thanks very much.   
 

The Cape Ann Waldorf School, located in Beverly Farms, MA, is hosting a workshop by the Alexis de 
Tocqueville Institute on January 25-26, 2008. The workshop led by Martin Novom will meet at 7 p.m. Friday, 
January 25th for a session, “What Does it Take to Grow our School: Volunteers and Two by Fours” and from 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday, January 26th, for “The Role of the Parent: Joining Forces with Your School.” The 
cost for an individual is $150 + $10 for lunch; five or more from one school is $500 + $10 per person for 
lunch. Registration forms are available in the Ashwood office. For more information contact Julie Macintyre at 
the Cape Ann Waldorf School, 978-927-1936. 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Anyone need a great housebroken cat? The mother cat of my four foster kittens needs a home. Kira is a 
wonderful young sleek gray cat with the most incredible yellow eyes. She nursed her own babes and 
mothered 2 orphans! She is at the shelter now waiting to get spayed.  She comes to her name, likes dogs, 
and is really sweet. Call the Camden-Rockport Animal Shelter at 236-8702.  Thanks. – Chris Burstein              

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to Toki Oshima for the artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.  
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Paper or email submissions are welcome. 

Please give submissions to the Administrative Assistant in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. 
Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday at noon. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

 

Jody Spanglet – Director – ext. 103 
Stephanie Bartlett – Business Manager – ext. 109 
Lauren Lynch – Administrative Assistant – ext. 101           

Maria Northcott – Enrollment & Marketing Director – ext. 105  
                 

You may contact the Board of Trustees by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org; 
the Alumni Committee at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and  

the Parent Community Council at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org. 
 

School Office hours are 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (8 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Wednesday October 24
th
 Board Meeting - Conference Room 7 p.m. 

Friday October 26
th
 Friday Assembly - Fifth Grade 8:45 a.m. 

   PCC Social - Pizza, Cider, and Snack (new time) 3:15 - 4:15 p.m. 
Saturday October 27

th
 Early Childhood Open House - Rosewood 10 a.m. - 12 noon 

Monday October 29
th
 Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday October 31
st
 All Hallows’ Eve Walk - Merryspring Park 4 - 5:45 p.m. 

Thursday November 1
st
 Parent-Teacher Conferences (following dismissal) 1:30 - 5:50 p.m. 

Friday November 2
nd

 Parent-Teacher Conferences - No School 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Monday November 5

th
 Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday November 7
th
 Walk Through the Grades 8:15 - 10:30 a.m. 

Friday November 9
th
 Friday Assembly - Third Grade 8:45 a.m. 

Monday November 12
th
 Veterans Day Observance - No School 

Tuesday November 13
th
 Watershed Community School Informational Evening 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

   (at Ashwood in the 7
th
/8

th
 grade classroom) 

Wednesday November 14
th
 PCC Meeting - Conference Room 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Friday November 16
th
 Friday Assembly - Second Grade 8:45 a.m. 

Sunday November 18
th
 Coastal Star Search - Camden Opera House 2:30 p.m. 


