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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
 
There is commonly known language in Waldorf circles about the four pillars of the school. Rudolf Steiner 
wrote extensively on social and organizational forms and in the last decade a great deal of study has 
taken place, expanding on Steiner’s work, applying it to Waldorf schools and training administrators 
within the paradigm that Steiner laid out.  
 

Basically, the four pillars of the school refer to the Parents, Board, Faculty, and Administration. At 
Ashwood, as in many mature Waldorf schools, the Teachers and Administration together comprise the 
Faculty. The Faculty includes three sections that meet weekly on their own: early childhood, grade 
school, and administration. The three groups come together at the Thursday Faculty Meeting to 
socialize, to study, to report and announce the business of the committees, and to discuss broad school 
issues.  
 

In a nutshell, the teachers are responsible for the pedagogy and curriculum of the school. The 
administration is held accountable for the daily business of running the school that takes place outside of 
the pedagogical realm. The Board of Trustees is mandated to oversee the legal and financial aspects of 
the school. The parents are responsible, as a body, to strengthen the social and community aspects of 
the school. 
 

This year the work of the Parent Community Council has bloomed into fruition. There are so many ways 
that the social fabric of our community has already been strengthened by the thoughtful, intentional 
deeds of the PCC this school this year. The kiosk is not only beautiful but allows the whole community to 
see what’s going on with each other. It inspires me to think of what we might build on this campus some 
day. The clothing swap allows all of our children to enjoy wearing comfortable, beautiful clothing and is a 
fabulous example of recycling. The popcorn and cider afternoon gave us all a yummy reason to socialize 
with one another after school. The monthly feast provided by the PCC for the Faculty Meeting makes us 
all happy and comforted, and for a group of nurturers by profession, it is huge to be so well-nurtured.  
 

As I look down the road at the changing of the seasons my imagination conjures images of colored 
leaves, snow, mud, sap and blooms, I also think of our whole school eating pizza and dessert while the 
leaves swirl, and hot chocolate and cookies in the snow, contradancing away the cold in February, 
enjoying pancakes gooey with syrup from the maple trees, and sharing a spring gathering to top it all off. 
These great social events will warm this administrator’s entire year. In some ways the value of these 
activities seems intangible. In more ways it is clear how the social aspect creates the tapestry that all the 
other threads of the school are able to weave their stories onto. 
 

Thank you for all of this. It is magnificent.     
 

– Jody Spanglet 
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PARENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL (PCC) NEWS 
 

 
Clothes Swap 

  
Thank you to all who participated in the clothes 
swap. Based on the feedback I have received, it 
was a huge success. There were also many 
requests for an adult clothes swap, so we will think 
about that for the spring! 
 

– Louise Tanguay-Ricker, PCC Chair 
 

PCC Dates to Remember 
 
Tonight, Wednesday, Oct. 10th from 6-8 p.m. is the 
monthly PCC Meeting in the Conference Room. 
There is a lot to talk about so please come and join 
us! 
 

On Friday, Oct. 26th from 5-7 p.m. there will be a 
pizza and dessert potluck. More details about this 
PCC Social Gathering will be coming soon! 

 

 
 

WALK THROUGH THE GRADES  
 
The first Walk Through the Grades classroom tour 
of the 2007-2008 school year will be on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17th from 8:15–10:30 a.m. This 
guided tour through many of the Grade School 
classrooms is a wonderful opportunity for adults to 
experience Waldorf education first-hand by seeing 
Ashwood's Grade School students and faculty in 
action. The morning includes an overview of the 
curriculum and a question and answer session 
with Ashwood Director, Jody Spanglet. This free 
event is open to the public; please invite your 
friends and neighbors. Space is limited, so please 
call the office at 236-8021 to register. The second 
Walk Through the Grades will be on Wednesday, 
Nov. 7th. 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD OPEN HOUSE 

 
The first Early Childhood Open House will be on 
Saturday, Oct. 27th from 10 a.m. – 12 noon. 
Interested families are invited to tour our Early 
Childhood facility, meet Early Childhood faculty, 
and experience some of the activities offered in 
our programs for young children. This free event is 
open to the public, please tell your friends and 
neighbors. For more information call the office, 
236-8021. 

 
HANDBOOKS AND DIRECTORY 

 
The Ashwood Waldorf School Parent Handbooks 
for the Grade School and for the Early Childhood, 
along with the 2007-2008 Ashwood Directory, 
were distributed in September. If you have not 
received your copies, please contact Lauren in the 
office at 236-8021. 

 
MICHAELMAS PHOTOGRAPHS ONLINE 

 
Professional photographer, Marti Stone attended the 
Michaelmas Harvest Festival & Open House on 
Saturday, Sept. 29th, and photographed every aspect 
of the festival from the activities to the pageant and 
everything in between. We have reviewed all of the 
files for photo releases, and they are now online. 
Parents may view the photos, purchase prints, and 
forward the link to friends or relatives. Visit 
www.martistonephotography.com to see the photos. 
Choose "Community Albums" and then "School 
Celebrations." Marti does not charge the school for 
photographing the event and supplies the 
complimentary use of some of the images for 
educational and promotional purposes. Your print 
purchases support this continued service. Marti will 
also be photographing our All Hallows’ Eve Walk. If 
you have any questions, please call Maria Northcott, 
Enrollment & Marketing Director, at 236-8021.  
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FOURTH GRADE KATAHDIN IRON WORKS AND GULF HAGAS FIE LD TRIP 

 
Last Tuesday morning the fourth grade class embarked on a three-day overnight trip up to Gulf Hagas and 
Katahdin Iron Works. The class was given a fascinating tour of the old Katahdin Iron Works grounds by Mr. 
William Sawtell, a prolific Maine historian. He described the once thriving little community that surrounded the 
Iron Works and told us about how iron ore was carted in by donkeys from a nearby mountain. He then 
described the entire process of converting the iron ore into useable metal. Mr. Sawtell also shared with the 
children about the old time lumbering practices of the region.   
 

On Wednesday we hiked out through Gulf Hagas. At the beginning of the hike, we had to take off our shoes 
and ford the cold Pleasant River. We then followed the Appalachian Trail to the Gulf Hagas Rim Trail.  We 
heard the sounds of rushing water and saw waterfalls, wildlife, steep cliffs, colorful foliage, and an all around 
enchanting forest. After hours of hiking and exploring the wonder of Gulf Hagas, we returned to the threshold 
of the Pleasant River. This time fording the water felt much better to our weary feet.  
 

We packed up and headed for home on Thursday. We stopped for lunch with the horses of Haugerville Farm 
along Marsh Stream in Winterport. Parents greeted tired, yet happy children at Ashwood in the afternoon.   
 

I want to give a special thank you to our brave and mighty chaperones: Paul McGurren, Morten Moesswilde, 
Liz Snider, Ellen Eddy, Ed Quinn, and Jose Acosta. Their loving support helped make this trip a memorable 
one. Thank you, Morten, for the campfire tales of Odin and for the eerie flute music. I also want to thank 
Joanne Moesswilde, Elise Brown, Anne Mahle, Susan Penner and Phil McElhaney for helping with food 
organization and prep for the trip. Finally, thank you to all parents who donated tents and supplies.  
 

– Amy Watson, Fourth Grade Teacher 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL HALLOWS’ EVE WALK 
 

The Ashwood Faculty and Merryspring Nature Center are gearing up for the sixth 
annual All Hallows’ Eve Walk celebration. We will gather at Merryspring Nature 
Center on Conway Road in Camden before sundown at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 31st and be treated to warm fresh cider, cookies, and enchanting characters 
and stories. This promises to be an event filled with mystery, goodies, fire, and fun. 
Please look for more information in next week’s Wednesday Weekly.  
  
Each year this event grows larger and becomes better attended. Making it happen 
requires extensive preparation and support in both large and small ways. We are 
looking for people to help make this a truly magical evening. We hope you will be 
able to attend. Please contact Robert Kaczor, 3rd Grade Teacher and Community Life 
Committee Chair, if you are interested in assisting with the event.  
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SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Individual and class photos are scheduled for Early Childhood and Grade 1 on Wednesday, Oct. 17th, starting 
at 9 a.m., and for Grade 2 through Grade 7/8 on Thursday, Oct. 18th, starting at 10:30 a.m. In the case of 
rain, Grade 2 - Grade 7/8 will be rescheduled for Friday, Oct. 19th, and the Early Childhood and Grade 1 for 
Monday, Oct. 22nd.  Picture package information and order forms are available in the office. If you have any 
questions regarding the pictures, contact Annie Higbee at 542-8302.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Toki Oshima for the artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.  
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Paper or email submissions are welcome. 

Please give submissions to the Administrative Assistant in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. 
Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday  at noon. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

 

Jody Spanglet  – Director – ext. 103 
Stephanie Bartlett  – Business Manager – ext. 109 
Lauren Lynch  – Administrative Assistant – ext. 101           

Maria Northcott – Enrollment & Marketing Director – ext. 105  
                 

You may contact the Board of Trustees  by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org; 
the Alumni Committee  at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and  

the Parent Community Council  at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org. 
 

School Office hours are 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (8 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays) 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Tues.-Fri. Oct. 9th-12th Middle School Trip to North Maine Woods 
Wednesday October 10th PCC Meeting - Conference Room 6 - 8 p.m.  
Friday October 12th Friday Assembly - Fourth Grade 8:45 a.m. 
   (Assemblies are held in the center room in the Earl y Childhood Bldg.)  
Tuesday October 16th First Grade Parent Evening 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday October 17th Walk Through the Grades 8:15 - 10:30 a.m.
   Early Childhood & Grade 1 School Pictures 9 a.m. 
   Second Grade Field Trip to Curtis Island 10 a.m. 
Thursday October 18th Grade 2 through Grade 7/8 School Pictures  10:30 a.m. 
Friday October 19th Friday Assembly - Sixth Grade 8:45 a.m. 
   School Pictures Rain Date - Grade 2 - Grade 7/8    10:30 a.m. 
Monday October 22nd School Pictures Rain Date - EC and Grade 1 9 a.m.  
Friday October 26th Friday Assembly - Fifth Grade 8:45 a.m. 
   PCC Social - Pizza and Dessert Potluck 5 - 7 p.m. 
Saturday October 27th Early Childhood Open House - Rosewood 10 a.m. - 12 noon 
Wednesday October 31st All Hallows’ Eve Walk - Merryspring Park 4 - 5 p.m. 
Thursday November 1st Parent - Teacher Conferences (following dismissal) 1:30 - 5:45 p.m. 
Friday November 2nd Parent - Teacher Conferences - No School  8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
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TERRA DIDDLE FIDDLERS 

 
 
We are pleased to announce the new fall session for the Terra Diddle 
Fiddlers (started last spring as The Ashwood Fiddlers), led by Ashwood 
strings teacher Tamora Goltz. The purpose of the Terra Diddle Fiddlers is 
for fiddle and violin students to have an opportunity to play traditional 
string music in a group, and to perform publicly at school festivals, 
family contradances, and in the wider community.  

The Terra Diddle Fiddlers is open to all members of the Ashwood 
community: students (from 4 th  through 8 th  grade), their parents, family 
members, and any faculty or staff who play violin or fiddle (beginners 
through advanced). Participants should be proficient enough to be able to 
play simple dance tunes. Sight reading ability is helpful, but not 
necessary. All participants should be able to comfortably play A, D & G 
scales. 

The group will meet alternate Fridays from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. in the 
Sunflower Room at Rosewood (the Early Childhood Center), beginning this 
Friday, October 12. (Meeting dates appear below.) 

This is being offered as an extracurricular activity. The fee for the 
first five-week session (meeting approximately every other week from 
October 12 through December 14) will be $50.00, which will cover expenses 
and Tamora’s instruction. We expect a commitment from all members to 
attend regularly and to practice between sessions, since this is a group 
effort and we will depend on every member of the group to sound our best.  

Accompanying acoustic instruments such as cello, guitar, pennywhistle, 
banjo, etc. may be welcome. If you play an instrument other than violin 
and are interested in joining our group, please speak to Tamora. 

For more information, please contact Tamora at 633-6148 or 
tgoltz@ashwoodwaldorf.org  or Sarah Baldwin on campus. 

Our introductory session for placement and registration will be October 
12 at 3:30 p.m. in Rosewood. Payment will be due at that time.  

 

 

Fall Session Meeting Dates : 10/12, 10/26, 11/9, 11/30, 12/14 

 


