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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
 

We walk towards you Saint Michael 
Against the strongest of dragons 

Let the light of heaven shine on our way 
 

Musical Round, Composer Unknown 
 
 
Our Michaelmas festival was such a joyful day. It was wonderful to share this time with the whole community. 
So much work went into making this special celebration. It was a true melding of heads, hearts, and hands 
into a harvest of goodwill and fun for all. I would like to thank each parent, student, teacher, administrator, 
and board member for all the contributions that made this day so special. And a special thanks to whomever 
is responsible for the weather, it could not have been better!  
 

The day before the festival was our annual Michaelmas hike. Our entire Grade School boarded two buses 
(our school needs two buses to transport us now). Many parents and grandparents greeted us at Route 52 to 
join the hike. Our middle school students were each paired up with first grade students to guide them through 
this first hike as a school. And it is these middle school students that really drew my attention throughout the 
day. They acted as guardian angels for our youngest class. I saw one girl with three huge backpacks climbing 
Mount Battie. When asked if this was too much for her, she shook her head emphatically and replied that the 
students in her care were too small to carry the load.  
 

Further along on the hike, I witnessed a most touching encounter. One of our little students was really 
struggling and uncomfortable. The older boy knew just what was needed; to give the young child space but 
also to stick with him, and that he did. For the rest of the day, these two were stuck together like glue. This 
meant that our older student was separated from his classmates for some time, that he was one of the last to 
get down the mountain during the hike, and that his activity was limited during the games period at the end of 
the day. None of these sacrifices appeared in the countenance of this fine young man. His voice was gentle, 
his eyes loving, and his demeanor playful.  
 

There were many other instances of maturity, patience, and kindness that were apparent in these students on 
that day. My heart swelled with pride as I witnessed them stepping into this role of student leadership so fully 
and competently. For that day, the dragons of self-absorption were tamed by the light of stewardship for our 
school and, specifically, for tenderness towards our smallest students.  
 

Thank you, 
 
Jody Spanglet 
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FUNDRAISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE INTRODUCES 
 
 

A NEW FUNDRAISING PLAN 
 
Ashwood's Fundraising and Development Committee is pleased to announce this year's fundraising plan. 
The Gala and Auction has been the foundation of the school's fundraising efforts - it is a great event powered 
by motivated volunteers, donors and staff. This year, however, the Gala and Auction will be taking a holiday 
to make way for an expanded spring raffle, and (drum roll, please!) the Coastal Talent Search produced by 
Slim Goodbody Productions. More  information from the Coastal Talent Search Team follows. This is an 
exciting new direction for the school to try, and we look forward to a great event on November 18th at the 
Camden Opera House. 
 

Revenue from fundraising events is used to support the daily operations of the school. Your participation 
helps our school offer an affordable high value Waldorf education here in coastal Maine.    
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

– Liz Snider and Ben Tupper, Fundraising and Development Committee 
 

 
 
 

PRODUCTION HELP FOR COASTAL STAR SEARCH  
  
We are working with Slim Goodbody Productions on an exciting new fundraiser this fall. Coastal Star Search 
will be presented at the Camden Opera House on November 18th. The grand prize is two round-trip plane 
tickets to NYC along with two tickets to a Broadway show! Other prizes include a scholarship to a local dance 
or music school and a gift certificate to FAO Schwarz or Brookstone. Judging the event will be NY Times 
best-selling author Tess Gerritsen, Camden Herald Editor David Grima, and Hollywood director and actor 
Jonathan Frakes. In addition, the audience as a whole will cast their vote. 
  

Coastal Star Search will feature three levels of competition: talented children up to age 17 who can enter as 
singers, dancers, musicians, comedians, etc.; talented adults, 17 and above, with similar abilities; and a third 
category of Goofy Guys and Gals of all ages with "imaginative" acts. 
  

Auditions will be held on November 10th and 11th to ensure the quality and appropriateness of all acts. 
  

We are seeking two kinds of help: first, warm, loving bodies for a number of small to medium tasks, and 
second, financial support to underwrite part of the show. (For example, you can underwrite program printing, 
in-town banners, poster production, or the cost of a newspaper ad. Gifts ranging from $50-$500 will be 
gratefully accepted.) 
  
SPREAD THE WORD - This is an all-community event. Tell your friends, neighbors, and families. Enter the 
competition yourself! We want this to be a fun, fun, fun event that will reflect on the joyous nature of our 
Ashwood community. 
  
Please contact Chris Burstein as soon as possible at 763-4293 to be part of the Star Search Team. 
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PARENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL (PCC) NEWS 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PCC 
  
Hannaford has provided Ashwood with a great 
program to earn extra dollars for the school up 
until Dec. 1st.   Ashwood is already registered for 
this program at the Camden Hannaford store, so 
all you have to do is look for participating guiding 
stars products (choose from the 900+ participating 
product, including Kashi, Cascadian Farm, and 
Muir Glen organic products).  
 

WHAT TO DO: 
  

1 - Shop at Hannaford and choose from the 900+ 
participating products.  For more information you 
can visit www.hannaford.com/guidingstars. 
2 - At checkout, let the cashier know that you are 
purchasing products for your school.  Ashwood will 
get three school dollars for every four participating 
products you buy. 
3 - The cashier will give you a slip for the "school 
dollars." 
4 - Deposit the school dollars into the collection 
towers at the Camden Hannaford store. (If you 
shop at any other Hannaford store, the school 
dollars should be dropped off in the PCC box in 
the school's office.  We will forward them to the 
Hannaford headquarters before the December 
deadline.) 
 

In six years, this program has raised over $3.2 
million for more than 2,400 schools in the 
Northeast.  It is totally worth it (and easy) for us to 
do this little bit to help Ashwood.  Who knows what 
might come out of this! 
 

– Louise Tanguay-Ricker, PCC Chair 

PCC DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
OCTOBER 1st - 5th (this week) is the Children's 
Clothes Swap.  Thank you Greg Ricker for 
providing and installing the great white tent and 
thank you Louise for organizing it! 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 th from 6 to 8 p.m. is 
the monthly PCC Meeting in the Conference Room 
(note that this is an evening meeting). Please feel 
free to contact Louise Ricker if you have item(s) for 
the agenda. 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 th is the day  the First 
Grade parents provide lunch for the Faculty 
Meeting. Contact Heather Roberts if you have any 
questions. 
 

THE KIOSK AWAITS 
 

Remember to post your news on the kiosk!  Come 
on now, we finally got our bulletin board; let’s see 
some action! 

 

 
 
 

 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
Once again, I will be taking school photographs of the children.  I look forward to the opportunity to provide this service for 
our school community. The dates we have set aside are Wednesday, Oct. 17th, starting at 9 a.m., for Early Childhood and 
Grade 1 and Thursday, Oct. 18th, starting at 10:30 a.m., for Grade 2 through Grade 7/8. In the case of rain, we will reschedule 
Grade 2 - Grade 7/8 for Friday, October 19th, and the Early Childhood and Grade 1 for Monday, October 22nd. 
 
Please choose your packages on the order form attached to this newsletter and return the form, along with your check payable 
to Annie Higbee, to your child’s class teacher. I will have an assistant with me to help work with the children but you are 
welcome to be present and preview the digital images if you would like.  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions please contact me directly at 542-8302. Thank you! 
 
Annie Higbee (Ceci Burbank’s mom) 
Imagewright  (www.imagewright.com) 
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GLADIS VISITS KINDERGARTEN 
 

Gladis is my two-month old baby chicken who lives 
in my kitchen at home. I asked her one beautiful 
sunny morning if she would like to go to 
kindergarten with me and, right away, she chirped 
yes. So out the door we went with Gladis in her pet 
taxi, better known as a cat carrier. We arrived early 
and I got Gladis settled in out in the garden. She 
was so happy in the yard! When the children 
started to arrive Gladis was a little nervous so she 
decided that sitting on my lap would be the best 
place to meet the children. One by one the 
children came over to meet her. Their warm hellos 
and kind words (“Oh, Miss Terri, you brought your 
chicken! She is so cute, friendly, soft, fuzzy, warm, 
etc.”) made her feel at home.  
 

The children were so welcoming and pleased to 
have Gladdy come to school. They made her 
perches, boats, houses, and playgrounds. They 
shared their sandbox with her so she could take a 
bath; they sat in awe as she nestled herself in the 
sand and rolled around fluttering her wings. 
Gladdy preened herself while perched on logs 
near the children as they hammered at the 
workbench. She also made her way over to meet 
the Nursery children as they enjoyed their snack 
and washed their dishes outside.  
 

Gladdy would like to say, “Thank you!” to all the 
children, parents, and teachers for making her feel 
so welcome! 
 

Warmly, 
Miss Terri, Kindergarten Teacher 

 
 
 

MICHAELMAS HIKE A SUCCESS 
 

The Community Life Committee would like to thank 
the many parents who joined us on our All School 
Hike on Friday! Although it wasn’t the most 
beautiful weather, we managed to enjoy ourselves 
on the roundtrip hike up Mt. Battie! Maneuvering 
over the slippery rocks and muddy trails made the 
trek quite a challenge. However, all the complaints 
about hurting feet or tired legs were soon forgotten 
as the children shed their shoes and dashed 
across the meadow to join in the all school games 
until pick-up time. If you couldn’t make it this year, 
consider joining us next year for this annual 
adventure! 
 

– Community Life Committee 

FIFTH GRADE METAMORPHOSIS 
 

Two weeks ago the fifth grade class found a 
monarch caterpillar. The monarch caterpillar eats 
mostly milkweed. We kept it and it started to make 
its chrysalis. A chrysalis is a caterpillar ready to 
turn into a butterfly. The chrysalis is now complete 
and in about a week it will turn into a monarch 
butterfly. 
 

– Emma Cloyd & Jane van der Schaaf, Fifth Grade 
 
 

SIXTH GRADE MATH  
 
This year the sixth grade has been playing a math 
game called Math Quest. We are divided into three 
groups. We are given problems to solve and we 
get points for teamwork and, of course, solving the 
problems. Once our time is up, we draw Fate 
Cards. These give us extra points if we complete 
the assignment, say, “Calculate the dates sum 
divided by your teams combined age.” We get to 
move however many spaces on the board as the 
points earned. The first player to reach the 
Treasure Chest wins a yet unknown amount of 
gold and the game ends. The team with the most 
gold at the end of the game wins. We played Math 
Quest last year and are continuing in sixth grade. 
 

– Whit Alexander, Sixth Grade 
 

 
LE PETIT COIN FRANÇAIS  

 
Voici un petit paragraphe contenant tous les mots 
mentionnés dans le Wednesday Weekly du 12 
Septembre: 
 

En voyage , Rose eut le courage de demander à 
ses parents s'il était possible d'acheter la revue 
Art et Culture .  Elle voulait lire la critique du 
concert LIBERTÉ.  Celui-ci avait été organizé par 
plusieurs groupes français pour venir en aide à la 
nation africaine. 
 

Dans ce paragraphe, pouvez-vous trouver le verbe  
AVOIR conjugué?  Il y est 2 fois. (In the 
paragraph, can you find the conjugated verb 
AVOIR (to have)?  It is there twice. 
 

À la prochaine! 
 

– Madame Ricker, French Substitute Teacher 
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MICHAELMAS HARVEST FESTIVAL & OPEN HOUSE 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY AT MICHAELMAS 
 

Professional photographer Marti Stone attended 
the Michaelmas Harvest Festival & Open House 
on Saturday, September 29th  and photographed 
every aspect of the festival from the activities to 
the contradancing and everything in between. We 
will be reviewing all of the files for photo releases, 
and they will be online shortly. When they are 
ready, parents may view the photos at 
www.martistonephotography.com, purchase prints, 
and forward the link to friends or relatives. If you 
have any questions, please call Maria Northcott, 
Enrollment & Marketing Director, at 236-8021.  
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
Our thanks to the Ashwood community for helping to 
organize and attending the Michaelmas Harvest 
Festival! What a lovely day it was: with children’s 
screams of delight, the well-attended puppet plays, 
the delicious smell of apples, Betty the horse’s 
performance, feasting on popcorn, dancing to the 
wonderful Ashwood fiddlers, and so much more. We 
are so grateful for all the help and donations from the 
parents, the students, the faculty, and especially to 
Donna Wenckus and Ollie Wilder who once again 
exhibited incredible skill packing the campus with all 
of our cars; to Gail Hawes and Ben van der Schaaf 
for the use of their hay bales; to Morten Moesswilde 
for his wonderful bag piping; John Pranio and Toki 
Oshima for the joyous folk music; John McIntyre for 
expertly calling the contradance; Mariana Tupper for 
her creative candle-making station; Bill Laurita for 
hosting the Open House in the 7th/8th grade 
classroom; and the PCC for the donation of popcorn 
supplies! Thank you! 
 

– Community Life Committee  
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 
Ashwood parent Anne Wooster Metcalfe is taking part in the Vose Library’s Art and Wine Tour 2007. Her 
botanical themed monotypes will be shown at her house at 382 Common Road in Union on Saturday, 
October 6th from 12-4:30 p.m. An Art Auction will be held at the Old Town House in Union from 5-7 p.m. 
Tickets for the tour and auction are $15 and can be purchased at the Vose Library, 785-4733, on the Union 
Common. The proceeds will benefit the Vose Library Capital Campaign. The new library will be built next to 
the Metcalfe’s house! 
 
The video A Family Undertaking will be shown at the Rockland Library at 2 p.m. on Saturday, October 6th. 
This video documentary explores the complex psychological, cultural, legal and financial issues surrounding 
an important trend in America: the home funeral movement.  A Family Undertaking profiles several families 
who have made the decision to forego the typical mortuary funeral and instead care for their loved ones at 
home. A discussion regarding the possibility of creating a support network in Midcoast Maine for those who 
wish to take of their loved ones after death will follow the one-hour video. For more information, please 
contact Richard Ailes and Susan Junge at 236-0505. 
 
The recently recognized Midcoast Anthroposophic Group of the Anthroposophical Society of America is 
excited to invite friends and members to its first General Meeting, Sunday, October 21, 2007 at the Ross 
Center in the Merryspring Nature Park.  Those gathered will explore future meeting topics, frequency of 
meetings, local Anthroposophical initiatives and how to work together on cultivating Anthroposophy in our 
area into the future.  The initiating group is happy to have brought the local Anthroposophical group this far 
but now we need YOU to help envision how OUR group will proceed.  Please join us at 4 p.m. for the first of 
what we hope will be many yearly general meetings to come!  We will provide snacks and get you home to 
your families for dinner.  For more information, please contact Bridget Qualey at 236-2019. 
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An Independent High School Fair will be held at The Riley School on Sunday, October 14th. Schools that will 
be represented at the event include the Watershed Community School (Rockland, ME), River School 
(Belfast, ME), High Mowing School (Wilton, NH), Merriconeag Waldorf School (Freeport, ME), Pomfret 
School (Pomfret, CT), St. Mark’s School (Southborough, MA) and St. Paul’s School (Concord, NH). The Riley 
School is located on Warrenton Street in Rockland. 

 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
 

Small Bike Needed for Smallest Eichenlaub! After left behind in the driveway one too many times, Sylvan's 
tiny bike took a hit. Do you have a small bike with training wheels that would fit a 5 year-old? With this 
beautiful fall weather, Sylvan is eager to be back on wheels again ASAP! Please contact Mr. Eichenlaub or 
Iris at 845-2325 if you can help and thanks! 
 
Wood Stove Wanted  - It’s getting chilly outside! We are looking for a wood-burning stove capable of heating 
1800+ sq. ft. of space; a wood length of 16-20” would be ideal. If you have or know of an unused stove, 
please give us a call. Donna and Peter Wenckus, 582-7033. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to Toki Oshima for the artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.  

We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Paper or email submissions are welcome. 
Please give submissions to the Administrative Assistant in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. 

Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday  at noon. 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

 

Jody Spanglet  – Director – ext. 103 
Stephanie Bartlett  – Business Manager – ext. 109 
Lauren Lynch  – Administrative Assistant – ext. 101           

Maria Northcott – Enrollment & Marketing Director – ext. 105  
                 

You may contact the Board of Trustees  by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org; 
the Alumni Committee  at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and  

the Parent Community Council  at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org. 
 

School Office hours are 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (8 a.m. -1:15 p.m. on Thursdays) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Tues.-Thurs. Oct. 2nd - 4th  Fourth Grade Field Trip to Gulf Hagas 
Wednesday Oct. 3rd  Second Grade Block Party 3:30 p.m. 
Friday October 5th Friday Assembly - 7th/8th Grade  8:45 a.m.  
   (Assemblies will be held in the center room in the Early Childhood Bldg.) 
   Seventh/Eighth Grade Fabric Field Trip  10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
   Sixth Grade Rowing Field Trip  10:30 a.m.-1:20 p.m. 
Monday October 8th Columbus Day - No School 
Tues.-Fri. Oct. 9th-12th Middle School Trip to North Maine Woods 
Wednesday October 10th PCC Meeting - Conference Room  6 - 8 p.m.  
Friday October 12th Friday Assembly  8:45 a.m. 
Tuesday October 16th First Grade Parent Evening  6:30 - 8 p.m. 
Wednesday October 17th Walk Through the Grades  8:15 - 10:30 a.m.
   Early Childhood & Grade 1 School Pictures  9 a.m. 
Thursday October 18th Grade 2 through Grade 7/8 Grade School Pictures  10:30 a.m.  


