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ALL-SCHOOL MEETING

Ashwood Waldorf School will hold an All-School Meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 23, from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. Carver
Hill Gallery, located just up the road from Ashwood, has kindly agreed to host the All-School Meeting again this
year.

The impetus for this meeting is that enrollment is at a new high, classes are no longer being combined, and in
autumn 2009, we will need at least one more new classroom. The school community needs to come together to
think about whether or not we are ready to begin work on a permanent campus for the school. Clearly, this is a
very large project that would need to take place in stages over a number of years. The All-School Meeting will
provide an important opportunity for parents, staff, and trustees to come together around this work.

We have mailed a survey to each family in the school in order to gather your input. Please fill it out and return it to
the office by January 14. We will tabulate results and share these with you at the meeting on January 23. If you
haven’t received a survey in the mail please be sure to contact the office staff. Thank you.

Please join us on January 23! We look forward working with you!
— Kit Harrison, Strategic Planning Committee Chair

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Happy New Year to all' | hope each of you had as wonderful a holiday as | did. Coming back to school with all the
snow has been fun and exciting, even if a bit challenging on the parking end of things. Perhaps you have noticed
Maria, Stephanie, and me in our new roles as parking lot traffic directors. We are doing our best to help facilitate
the flow of people and cars in the safest and most comfortable manner possible. Thank you to all of you who have
gone out of your way to voice appreciation for our efforts.

The parking plan is pretty simple. Faculty members will be parking in the loop that circles around the grade-school
classrooms up to the basketball hoop. By doing so we have opened up 8 to 10 spots in the actual parking lot for
parents. We ask that no one else park or drop off in this loop since children move freely in this area. Faculty
members park their cars before the children arrive and don't move them until the students have left in the
afternoon.

In the actual parking areas, Maria, Stephanie, and | will be outside at least for the next few weeks directing traffic
whenever possible. Following are a few things to keep in mind that will help us all.

- Please pull into an actual spot to drop off your child. Don’t stop in the middle of the parking lot and let your child
off. There is very limited space and a car in the middle of the lot means other cars can't come and go. Cars
trying to drive up the hill can easily get stuck when they have to stop suddenly, and they are not visible when
coming around the bend behind the snow bank.

- Please do not block the pathways leading from the parking lot to the pathway students walk on to get to their
classrooms. When cars block these pathways children have to climb around them or don’t see them at all and
walk in the parking lot itself.

- Please, please, please do not walk up or down the hill in the parking lot instead of on the pathway. It is icy; there
are cars backing out, and there is two-way traffic moving in limited space. It is essential that all pedestrians use
the pathways in order to ensure safety.

- Please be sure to turn off your car if you will be parked for more than a minute. The exhaust fumes are
unhealthy for us all.

- Please drive very slowly and if the main parking lot is full continue to the upper parking area by Rosewood.
Make sure to access the pathway from the upper lot, by Rosewood, to walk up and down the hill.

| am hugely appreciative of all the good will (and good humor) everyone has shown about our challenging parking
situation. We will continue to do everything possible to make it as easy as we can.

— Jody Spanglet



FRIDAY ASSEMBLIES

Friday Assemblies will resume Friday
morning, January 18" at 8:45 a.m.

Assemblies are held in the middle room at
the Rosewood Early Childhood Center.
All are welcome to attend.

ADVENTURE HO!

It is with a mixture of sadness and excitement that
we announce the Tupper family plans to explore
some new territory. For 8+ years we have been
commuting between Ashwood and our home south
of Damariscotta. Each year we have re-evaluated
our strategy: some years commuting daily, some
years renting "landing pads," adjusting our work
schedules, etc. Ashwood is a rich part of our lives,
and all three of us have loved our involvement
here. Now our family's journey is taking a turn
toward a slightly different path.

At the beginning of January we will be relocating to
the Freeport area where Lily is enrolled in the
Waldorf school. This move is quite an undertaking
for us, and it is simultaneously sad and exciting in
full dosage. We shall dearly miss our friends, Lily's
beloved teachers, and the beauty where the
mountains meet the sea. We are excited to be
returning to where Mariana and Ben grew up
(where our large extended families still reside),
and to be trying new adventures. Ben will continue
to remain active on the board, telecommute to
work, and tell lame jokes. Mariana will continue to
work her poetic craft, keep the family organized,
and search for the perfect chocolate. Lily will
continue to love school, dance, and her many,
many friends. Rosie, the good dog, is always just

happy.
As we cast off, we make a wish that our path shall
cross your path soon and often!

— Ben, Mariana, and Lily (and Rosie) Tupper

Walk Through the Grades
Guided tour
focused on First Grade

Wednesday, January 16™
8:15-10:30 a.m.
Registration required
Call 236-8021
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January thaw!
THANK YOU!

A great big belated thank you to a very generous
person who donated the new Ashwood car decals!
The decals were sent home with the students
before vacation; we hope you all received one!
Don't forget...the air temperature needs to be 50
degrees before applying the sticker so unless
you're planning a road trip down south, you'll have
to wait until spring to adorn your vehicle. Thanks
again to our decal fairy!

FAREWELL

We are very sad to report that Lucretia Pascarelli
has resigned from the Board of Trustees so that
she can bring her full attention to her work at the
new Merriconeag High School. As many of you
know, Lucretia has been part of Ashwood's fabric
for many years as mentor, evaluator, director, and
trustee. We don't know why her parents named
her Lucretia, but they must have been clairvoyant.
According to my memory of Latin roots, Lucretia is
derived from “lucrum” - meaning "wealth" or
“bounty.” How could they have known that she
would so enrich our lives here at Ashwood with her
unbounded goodwill, her clear vision, and her
inspiring leadership? The mark of her leadership
is that our school has not only survived a very
bumpy period but also that our school is on a
trajectory to assure the availability of Waldorf
education in the midcoast region. For her part in
that, Lucretia deserves and has our unending
appreciation. Thank you, Lucretial

— Ben Tupper for the Board of Trustees



CROSS-COUNTRY SKI VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Introduction to First Grade

Evening workshop
focused on First Grade curriculum
Wednesday, January 16"

Come on out and enjoy the snow with us! | am
looking for volunteers to help me with cross-
country skiing in Movement Class. | need help on

Mondays and Wednesdays with the second and 6:30 -8 p.m..

third grades from 1:25-2:05 p.m. and the fourth Registration required

and fifth grades from 2:10-2:50 p.m. | hope to start Call 236-8021

sking as soon as the snow conditions are

favorable. If you're interested please contact me at SIXTH GRADE STARGAZING

240-6700 or jclough@ashwoodwaldorf.org.

On a Thursday evening in December, most of the
sixth grade assembled on the hill to stargaze. Mr.
Eichenlaub pointed out several constellations such
as the Big Dipper, Aries, Casiopia, and even Matrs.
We also observed stars being born. We all got
very cold but luckily some parents brought soup to
warm us up.

— Miriam, Sixth Grade Student

— Jeremy Clough, Movement Teacher

COMMUNITY NEWS

Calling all creative souls who love Spring! Our "Awakening Mother Earth Play" is expanding and planning a
performance on the stage of the Rockport Opera House on May 3rd, 2008. We are looking for enthusiastic
volunteers who wish to join their talents with our already fruitful community. Do you have interest in stage design,
costume making, singing, dancing, acting, face painting, drumming or some other artful endeavor? Are you keen
on doing promotion, soliciting sponsors, and/or assisting in any other ways? We need your hidden talents to be
expressed. Please don't be shy! What helps us enjoy Winter more than the promise of Spring? Join us on
Thursday, Jan. 17" from 12 -1 p.m. in the Conference Room at Ashwood. For more info, contact Kathryn Oliver at
763-4038, or kathryn@kathrynoliver.com.

Ashwood Middle School Students  are invited to join an after school cross-country ski program at Camden Hills
Regional High School. This program will run during the months of January and February and will focus on learning
to cross-country ski and race. Interested skiers should contact Dave Ridley, CHRHS Nordic Coach, at 236-8567
or contact him by e-mail at daveridley@roadrunner.com.

Study Group to Start Up Again - Last January a study group formed to read Rudolf Steiner's How to Know
Higher Worlds. The group will be meeting again starting Wednesday, Jan. 16™. This session will begin at Chapter
3 in the book; it would be helpful to have read up to that point by Jan. 16™. We plan to meet the first and third
Wednesday of the month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Rosewood Early Childhood Center. Please contact Michele
Beckstrom at 594-2678 if you have any questions.

CLASSIFIED ADS & %

Snowbunnies Seek Ski ltems - We are looking to buy a pair of used downhill ski boots for Sylvan (shoe size
12) and a ski helmet for Jonas (age 9). Can we help you clear out your garage of unwanted items? Please
contact Iris or Jacob at 845-2325 if you have either.

For Sale: Futon sofa bed from L.L. Bean. Cottage style, white hardwood frame. Sofa converts to full-size
bed. Excellent condition. Paid $500 new, asking $200. Contact Sarah Baldwin at 594-4891.

Housing Needed for the Darlings - We are happy to say that we have decided (as of Sunday) to return to
the midcoast for our children to attend Ashwood! We are looking for a furnished rental available ASAP -- at
least until our furniture will be arriving (around mid- to late February). Any help will be greatly appreciated!
We are looking forward to returning to our community, seeing you all, and settling down after our adventures.
Please contact Maureen at 232-2855 or Gordon at 232-2666. Thanks for any leads!



TERRA DIDDLE FIDDLERS

Announcing the new spring session for the Terra Diddle Fiddlers, led by Ashwood strings teacher Tamora Goltz.
The purpose of the Terra Diddle Fiddlers is for fiddle and violin students to have an opportunity to play traditional
string music in a group, and to perform publicly at Ashwood festivals, family contra dances, and in the wider
community.

The Terra Diddle Fiddlers is open to members of the Ashwood community: students (from 4" through 8" grade),
their parents, family members, and any faculty or staff members who play violin or fiddle (beginners through
advanced). Participants should be proficient enough to be able to play simple dance tunes. Sight reading ability is
helpful, but not necessary. All participants should be able to comfortably play A, D & G scales.

The group will meet alternate Fridays from 3:30 — 5 p.m. in Rosewood (the Early Childhood Center), beginning
January 11. A calendar for the session will be handed out at our first meeting.

The fee for the 10-week session (meeting approximately every other week from January 11 through May 30) will
be $100. As an ensemble, we expect a commitment from all members to attend regularly and to practice between
sessions to sound our best.

Accompanying acoustic instruments such as cello, guitar, pennywhistle, banjo, etc. may be welcome. If you play
an instrument other than violin and are interested in joining our group, please speak to Tamora.

For more information, please contact Tamora at 633-6148 or tgoltz@ashwoodwaldorf.org or speak to Sarah
Baldwin (kindergarten teacher) at school.

Our introductory session for placement and registration will be Friday, January 11 at 3:30 p.m. in Rosewood.
Payment may be made in two installments if that is helpful. If you are unable to make the first session, please let
one of us know of your interest and come to our second meeting on January 25.

— Tamora Goltz and Sarah Baldwin W@

DATES TO REMEMBER ‘Q&

Visit our website calendar for more information: http://www.ashwoodwaldorf.ora/calendar.ohp

Friday January 11" No Assembly :
= Monday January 14" Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m.
: Tuesday January 15" Third Grade Parent Evening 5:30-7 p.m. .
: Wednesday January 16" Walk Through the Grades - Focus on First Grade 8:15-10:30 a.m.
“An Introduction to First Grade” - Grade 1 Classroom  6:30-8 p.m. .
* Friday January 18" Assembly - Fifth Grade 8:45 a.m. .
Monday January 21% Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School
= Wednesday January 23" All-School Meeting - Carver Hill Gallery 6:30-8:30 p.m. .
= Friday January 25" Assembly - Fourth Grade 8:45 a.m.
: PCC Social 3:15-4:15p.m. :
: Monday January 28" Creative Circle - Rosewood 8:30 a.m.
First Grade Parent Evening 6:30-8 p.m. .
: :

Thank you to Toki Oshima for artwork used in the Wednesday Weekly and Parent Handbooks.
We encourage your contributions to this school newsletter. Please give submissions, paper or email, to the Administrative Asst.
in the office or email newsletter@ashwoodwaldorf.org. Deadline for submissions to the Wednesday Weekly is Monday at noon.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFE

Jody Spanglet — Director — ext. 103
Stephanie Bartlett — Business Manager — ext. 109
Lauren Lynch — Administrative Assistant — ext. 101
Maria Northcott — Enroliment & Marketing Director — ext. 105

You may contact the Board of Trustees by email at BoardOfTrustees@AshwoodWaldorf.org;
the Alumni Committee at Alumni@AshwoodWaldorf.org; and
the Parent Community Council at PCC@AshwoodWaldorf.org.

School Office hours are 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. (8 a.m. — 1:15 p.m. on Thursdays)




PCC MINUTES
Here are the minutes from the Dec. 12, 2007 PCC Meeting.
AGENDA ITEMS:

1- Board of Trustees

This was our first meeting this year that the Board of Trustees was specifically invited to attend. Claude
Carbonneau, the Board president, gave a brief summary on Ashwood's financial history starting with two
years ago. The goal of the Board has been to achieve financial stability. Last year, Ashwood ended the year
with a small surplus and is on target to do the same this year.

The Board met over the summer to discuss its priorities and set four strategic priorities:

Board Development
Board development should reach the outside community as well as Ashwood.

Fundraising
Claude noted that tuition is the primary source of income and that we need other sources. Liz Snider gave a

brief description of the Fundraising Committee efforts and described how the decision to replace the annual
auction by other fundraising efforts came about (i.e., Coastal Star Search). The Annual Campaign is well on
its way.

Financial Stability

Strategic Planning

Kit Harrison spoke about recent developments in the Strategic Planning Committee, including a recent
meeting with the Ashwood faculty to discuss the need for more classroom space, what we need to do in the
next two years, and what the short and long term facilities plans might be. The committee is consulting with
an engineer, who will examine our site and give a preliminary report of the practical considerations. The
committee has hired John Bird to conduct a feasibility study and to facilitate an All-School Meeting in January
2008. The next phases will be to begin envisioning and creating the space we need. The Board believes it is
essential to include the parents in this next phase. The All School meeting will be a beginning session to form
a vision as a school community.

The Board presentation was followed by a question and answer period. Some of the questions asked
included:

What has been done to increase enrollment?

Jody responded with a description of the multi-faceted marketing and outreach activities that have been
initiated by Maria Northcott. Additionally, the school now uses a new database that allows for much more
sophisticated inquiries and enrollment tracking.

How does the school encourage Early Childhood famil ies to enroll their children in the Grade School?
Ashwood is focusing on including EC in all school activities and communications, and is considering perhaps
hosting a Holiday Spring Faire in the future and other events that would bring people to Rosewood.

Carlie Cloyd commented on how great it has been to witness the development of the middle school at
Ashwood. Everyone agreed and expressed their appreciation as well.

2- Spindlewood Kinderfaire

Emily Markowitz reported that the Faire went very well and that perhaps next year we could donate tokens
back to Spindlewood. It has been done in the past, so everyone agreed it was a good idea. There were a lot
of new faces and the activities were enjoyed by the children. There was a very good size crowd as well.



3- Creative Circle
Kim Sampson reported that the circles are going very well; about five-six people show-up weekly and work on
various projects. Everyone is welcome!

4- Fairy Tale Moon Calendar
The PCC has sold 65 calendars and brought in a profit nearing $300. We might consider doing this every
year.

5- Financial Report
Louise will distribute the financial information as soon as possible.

6- Feb. 9th Valentine Potluck and Contradance
Meikle is working on this with others and currently exploring different possible locations (including the Legion
Hall). It should be a very fun event. Volunteers will be needed as time approaches.

7- Future workshops

Kim Payne will be at Merriconeag on January 18". Sarah Bradley Prindiville will be in touch with him and
many parents are interested in organizing a lecture. The cost would be rather high so it would require some
financial analysis. The event should pay for itself. Sarah will keep us posted.

Jody brought up the fact that the ECAC would be interested in organizing an Easter Faire with the help of the
PCC, something on a small scale. We could invite Spindlewood as well. The PCC will talk about it. Easter is
March 23" so we would have to move fairly quickly. We will need to bring it up at our next meeting and seek
more details on what they had in mind.

— Submitted by Louise Ricker



